C 10 H 9 NO 2 , monoclinic, P21/c (no. 14), a = 5.6463 (6) 
Source of material
A suspension containing 1H-indole-2-carboxylic acid (2.00 g, 12.42 mmol) and few drops of concentrated sulfuric acid in absolute methanol (30 mL) was refluxed for 4 h. The reaction mixture was cooled to ambient temperature and the obtained solid was filtered off to afford 2.00 g (92%) of methyl 1H-indole-2-carboxylate as yellow crystals, m.p. 434-435 K [3] . Slow evaporation of methanolic solution of this product yielded its pale yellow single crystals.
Experimental details
All hydrogen atoms were identified in difference Fourier syntheses. The methyl groups were idealized and refined using rigid groups allowed to rotate about the O-C bond (AFIX 137 option of the SHELXL-2013 program [1] ). The U iso values of the hydrogen atoms of the methyl groups were set to 1.5Ueq(C) and the U iso values of all other hydrogen atoms were set to 1.2Ueq(C).
Comment
Indole-bearing compounds have received a significant research interest due to their ubiquitous natural occurrence, e.g. in marine natural products, fungal metabolites and vinca alkaloids [4] . Indoles constitute the scaffold of a number of pharmaceuticals and they are considered an important class of therapeutic agents in medicinal chemistry with diverse biological activities such as antimicrobial [5] , anti-inflammatory [6] , antitumor [7] , analgesic [8] , management of sleep disorders [9] and antiviral [10] . The title compound is an indolebearing molecule which can be used for the preparation of different biologically active compounds endowed with a broad spectrum of biological activities. The asymmetric unit of the title structure contains one molecule where the indole moiety is essentially planar. Centrosymmetric dimers are formed via N1-H1N1 · · · O1 hydrogen bonds [D · · · A distance 2.8830(14) Å and D-H · · · A angle 154. 4(18) ]. When viewed perpendicular to the bc plane, the overall packing can be described as alternating layers of parallel molecules arranged in a herringbone fashion.
